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Aims and methods

This mini-study looks at a numberof problemsrelatedto Greekordering.It aimsto derive the
standarcpraxisfrom arepresentativeamplesulled from Greekdictionaries.To makecomparison
easierl haveconcentratedn a numberof termsthat bring one or more of the relevantproblems
into focus.

- Treatmentof the final sigmacg in relationto the normalsigmac
— Orderingof diacritical marks.Directionality on level 2

- Word-by-wordversusletter-by-letter:Whatis prefered?

— Uppercasers. lowercaseon level 3. Clearrules?

The words selectedor this exerciseare:

—"AIdNC / 4onet ddw and pasdiog

-1, f{, 9, fa, oo 2

- TIP® VS, TTPWP

- §ooa vs. dooa anddtra vs. drra?

— dOMOC vs. AoAloc® and 3OAwVY vs. AGAwV

— iyl vs. el

- 1¢vs. ic®

- mpg, compoundsand otherwordsin alphabeticakequence

Otherwordsare quotedif deemedappropriate.
Comma-delemitedists areto bereadasorderedists which reflectthe sequencef thedictionary
in question

ClassicalGreek

Gemoll97offers the following sequences:

- 4-dfpitog, Aidne, adhosie’

- dooa, dooa andétra, dtta, drta [1]°

- &-dutog, Gdw, addw etc.

_ﬁiﬁ!ﬁ’ﬁai ﬁGTGI .

— TIPQ, TTARNV, TIPWBARNG, TIPWI

- AOAwv, dOAwV and doMo¢, Aoiioc®

— iy, el

- 1(¢g, g

- P0G, TIPO-0ABRaAToV, TIPOG-aYYEAW, TIPOCAYQEVDIC

! Theseare but an upper-/lowercaseair

2 Homographsf differentmeaningsareunified in this list. An exampleds A, signifying both aninterjection
and »or«

3 Theseare variantsof oneword

4The oo and Tt versionsare dialectalvariants

5 This is, of course,a problematicexampleasit mixestwo problems

51 / 1 areignored.

"Realal is, however,orderedas such:"Atwc, aof... The sameis valid for the variant A(dn¢

8 This is obviouslyan errorin Gemoll97

%In view of the otherwisepretty consistentleft-to-right directionality on level 2 this exampleis hard to
explain



Benseleroffers the following sequences:

- G&-dnpitocg, "‘Adng (€ong), dondayra

- Gobrog, dow, ddbw

- 8ilooa, dooa anddtta, dtta

- db6AI0g, AoNIG ¢

- 00AWV, AdbAwV

- ﬁ’i rj! h;’ ﬁ! ﬁr rja

- i, el

- TIpGg, Mpo-cdBRatov, TTPoC-ayYEAW, TIPOG-OYOPEVLTIC, TIPOCAYOPEUTEG
- TIpd, TIPQNV, TIPWOTRNC, TTPWI

- 1(¢g, ¢

LiddellScottoffers the following sequences:

— &onprrog, "AIdn¢ (or ddng), adhow

- @ddutog, dw, ddwuntog, ddhw

- @ioTpog,dooa (dooa), docaplairog

- @tpwTog, dtta (&tTa), ATTa, ATTAPULYAC

-, %, A, , o, Rapvdc ,

- Tpl (or TTEQ), TPpwh TPV, TIPWBELPETAC, TIPWI

— No upper-/lowercasgairs could be established

— eipl, el

- TIpGC, TIPO-cdBRaTOV, TIPOC-aYYEAW, TIPOG-OYOPELTIC, TIPOTAYOPEUTEC
- ¢ (u), (g, t)

LiddellScottltalianoffers the following sequences:

- &-dnpitoc, ddng (o ‘Aidng), adnhaoele

- &-d010¢, Gdw, dddw, "AdwWV

- @ooa, Gooa / dtta, Gtta

- ﬁv ﬁ! I:j! f]v ﬁ! fj! ﬁav ﬁa

— No upper-/lowercasgairs could be established

— iy, el

- TIPOG, TIPO-0ABRATOV, TIPOC-OYAVOKTE W )
- TIpdy, TIPLEV, TTpwldC, TIptny, TIPWBHRNG, TTPWI
-TIZ

MagnienLacroixoffers the following sequences:

- &dnpIg, "Adng, X ddnosie

- ad0dpwvoc, dow, ddGUnNTog

- dooa, Gooa / dtta, Gooa

—n,{ﬁ,ﬁ,ﬁ,ﬁ}ll,ﬁ,ﬁ,ﬁa, '::]G .

- TIRQ, TIphiv, TIEwNEOTNG, TPWOHRN, TIPWI

- 00AWV, AbAwWV

— iy, el

- TIPLg, TIPO-cGBRatov, TIPOC AyavaKTE 0, TiPocayyeXD, TIPOCAYYAAW
- Tg, T (¢, )

PapelandPapeZ2offer the following sequences:

- a-0fprtog, "AIdng, ddfoeiey

- @&-dutog, Bow, G-dkuntog, adlw

- 8looa, ooa / dtta, GtTa

-0, f,04,0, 0,0, Aa, jo

— No upper-/lowercas@airs could be established

— git, el

- TIpGg, MPO-cdBRaToa] ], TTPOC-AYAVAKTE W, TIPOG-OYYEAAWY

10 The dictionary renders(quite againstnormal custom)the iota adscriptumasa iota subscriptum
11 Thosefour entriesappearunderone headingin the dictionary
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LangenscheidtAltGriechisobiffers the following sequences:

- &-dnprtog, "Adng, Gonaoele

- @-dutov, Gdw, AdWVIGEW

_ﬁrﬁ!ﬁ’lﬁ’ﬁllﬁa .

- TIRQ, TIpaiTaTog, TRV, TTPOBARNG, TIPWLI

- AGAwV, dOAwV and AoAlog, dOAIOG

— eipi, el

- TIPOG, TIPO-0GBRaATOV, TIPOG-aYYEAW, TIPOCAYQEVTIC
- 8ilooa, dooa, ’Acoa

- @110, dtta, dtta

- 1(¢g, TiC

Modern Greek

LangenscheidtNeuGriechisdtifers the following sequences:
- rl_! ﬁ! ﬁv ﬁ! ﬁBn

- TIPEC, TIPOC-, TIPOCAYPEVDT, TIPOCBYW

- ¢ic, eio-, glo.-, €iC

— Ko0$og, Koudpao ¢

Tsukanaoffers the following examples:
-1, , fi, i

- TevId, Tevia

— TIPYG, TIPOCGAYQEVCTIC, TIPOCOYW

- i, €i¢

- KO0 ¢o¢, Koudd ¢

Conclusions

Theideato differentiatebetweens and¢ is contraryto all availableevidence pothfor modernand
for classicalGreek.Theyarejust two glyph variants? Whetherthey aredistinguishedn level 2 or
level 3 is purely a matter of personaltaste.The evidenceoffers no clue one way or the other.
However,as most»modified«forms are dinstinguishedon level 2, this is in my eyesthe logical
positionto go for.

Both vowel + iota adscriptumand vowel + iota subscriptumare treatedas equivalentto their
baseletterson level 1. The n-examplesdemonstratéhatin mostcasest is treatedasthe highest-
priority distinction on level2 in line with the practiceof the tablesof the currentdraft of the
Unicode Ordering Algorithm,** though we find two examplesin line with the EOR-practice?
Stringencywithin a draft shouldthusbe given priority in my view

All evidencepointsto a clear preferenceor »forward«directionality on level 2

Simplediacritics appearbeforecombinationsof that diacritic with other diacritics.

The»mostimportant«diacriticsarebreathingmarkswhich determinegroupsof diacritics!® This
is in line with the treatmentin both the EuropeanOrdering Rulesand the tablesof the Unicode
Ordering Algorithm. As combinationsbetweenbreathingmark and acute/ grave are frequent

121t may be interestingthatthe »betacode«of the renowned Tufts University basedPerseuprojectdoesnot
differentiate betweenc and ¢ in its transcription,though very exactin every other respect.Both are
renderedas »s«.

13 Theiota subscriptumJ0345hasclass220, whereasaccentsabovethe lettershaveclass230 (thanksto Ken
Whistler for this information)

14 Thesearein LangenscheidtAltGriechiscand LiddleScottltalian Thesedictionariesare likewise the most
consistentwvith respectto ordering

15 The one exceptionis sometimeghe iota adscriptum(qv)
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indeedin polytonic Greek, this is of no small importancefor producinga culturally acceptable
orderingsequence.

Therelativeorderdoesnot seento follow a consistenpractice thoughsomepreferencesanbe
establishedspiritus lenis comesusually (but not always)beforespiritus asper The acuteusually
precedeghe grave®®

A clear preferenceof upper-vs. lowercasecannotbe deducedfrom the evidence thoughthe
majority of examplegpointsto »smallbeforecapital«.A confusingexampleis Benselels d0AI10¢
beforeAoAio¢ which is out of line with their practiceotherwise.

Spacesandhyphensare consistentlyignored.In otherwords,all dictionariesuseletter-by-letter
ordering
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